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ABSTRACT

The present study examines the levels, pattern and distribution of consumption
expenditure of the Scheduled Caste households on the basis of primary data
collected from 543 Scheduled Caste households spread across twenty seven
villages and three districts of rural Punjab. The study concluded that the annual
consumption expenditure of an average Scheduled Caste household is 359,377.27
in rural Punjab.lt is the highest (T96,980.84) for the government employee
households and the lowest (T44,423.70) for the other category households. The
proportional share of non-durables, durables, socio-religious ceremonies and
services is 51.90, 18.37, 15.23 and 14.50 per cent respectively for an average
Scheduled Caste household. The study further revealed that annual per capita
consumption expenditure of the government employee households is found to be
1.91, 1.61, 1.23, 1.77 and 2.07 times of that of the agricultural labour. non-
agricultural labour, private employee, artisan, and other category households

respectively.
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INTRODUCTION

The term Scheduled Castes is an officially
authorised nomenclature which makes sense
only in a context of statutory provisions,
government programmes and politics
(Zachariah, 1972).The scheduled castes
constitute one of the most deprived groups
in the Indian society. The scheduled castes
population in Punjab has been growing at a
rate much higher than the rest of the
Population. This proportion has reached to
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31.9 per cent in 2011 (Ministry of Home
Affairs, 2013). The need for providing
protection against widespread discrimination
has been felt by the framers of the Indian
Constitution. Consequently, the relevant
provisions have been made in the C onstitution
of India under various articles (Bharti, 201 0).

Compensatory policies like reservations
in public education and employment and
protective legislation like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 have aided this process
and a history of protest movements has
enlarged the voice of scheduled x?a.stes.
Despite these constitutional provisions,
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atrocities and crimes on the members of ‘

scheduled castes, especially the women,
continue to occur in all parts of the country
in varying degrees (Planning Commission of
India, 2008).

The plight of scheduled caste households
is very miserable. Many studies revealed that
even after more than six decades of planning,
the scheduled caste households are mainly
dependent on low wage income and casual
employment. The incidence of undernutrition
and malnutrition is a reflection of their low
levels of income which is due to inadequate
employment opportunities (Panikar, 1979).
Mayjority of the scheduled caste households
survive on cereals due to lack of resources
(Rajuladevi, 2001). The percentage decline
of food expenditure among the scheduled
caste households is more in rural areas than
the urban areas (Vardhan, 2013). This
consumption pattern leads towards a fall in
the levels of living of the scheduled caste
households (Nayak and Prasad, 1924).

The non-availability of food in the rural
areas has been considered the main factor
for their migration (Chary et al., 1987). Most
of the low income and middle income groups
had to resort to borrowing to meet their day
to day consumption expenditure (Galgalikar
et al., 1970). The average propensity to
consume is greater than unity among the
different categories of the scheduled caste
houscholds. It reveals that they try to
maintain a minimum level of consumption
whether they can afford it or not (Singh,
1986).

The levels of living of the scheduled caste
households are better understood from the
levels and pattern of their consumption

expenditure. The present study is devoted to
analyse the levels, pattern and distribution of
consumption expenditure of the scheduled
caste households in rural Punjab. More
specifically, the aim of the present study was:

1. to study the levels and pattern of
consumption expenditure;

2. to compare and contrast the relative
shares of different items of consumption
in the total consumption expenditure;

3. to examine the inequality in the
distribution of consumption expenditure
and

4. to work out and analyse the average
propensity to consume.

METHODOLOGY

The present study, based on a three stage
stratified random sampling technique, relates
to the year 2012-13. For the analysis of levels,
pattern and distribution of consumption
expenditure of the scheduled caste
households, viz. agricultural labour,
nonagricultural labour, government
employees, private employees, artisans, and
others, the whole Punjab state had been
divided on the basis of the highest, mediun
and lowest concentration zones of the
scheduled caste population. From each zone,
one district had been selected and from each
selected district, one village from each
development block had been selected for
survey. From each selected village 10 per
cent of scheduled caste households were
selected randomly.

Keeping in view the differences in the
concentration of Scheduled Caste population
in rural Punjab, it was deemed fit to choose
Jalandhar district from the highest, Fatehgarh
Saliib district from the medium and Gurdaspur
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district from the lowest scheduled caste
population concentration zones (Ministry of
Home Affairs, 2013).The sampled districts
also represented the three geographical
regions of Punjab i.e. Doaba, Malwa and
Majha respectively. There were eleven
development blocks in Jalandhar district, five
development blocks in Fatehgarh Sahib
district and eleven development blocks in
Gurdaspur district. One village was selected
from each development block of the sampled
districts. Thus, in all, total twenty-seven
villages and 543 scheduled caste households
were selected for survey from the three
sampled districts. Out of these 543
households, 303 from Jalandhar district, 103
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from Fatehgarh Sahib district and 137 from
Gurdaspur district were selected. Apart from
using the mean values and percentages, Gini-
coefficients had also been calculated to
analyse the data.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Per Household
Expenditure

Consumption

The mean values of consumption
expenditure of the scheduled caste
households in rural Punjab had been
presented in Table 1. The table depicted that
annual consumption expenditure of an
average scheduled caste household in rural
Punjab was ¥59,377.27. However, there
were considerable variations in the levels of

TABLE 1: LEVELS OF CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE OF SCHEDULED

CASTE HOUSEHOLDS
(Mean value in ¥ per annum)

Items of consumption AL NAL SERVICES ART OTHR All Sampled

GT PVT Households
Food items Non- durable items
Foodgrains 714977 7778.69 8217.95 766734 7553.03 6439.41 7566.27
(a) Cereals 626629 625754 6839.92 638431 6210.64 5167.62 6166.12
(b) Pulses 1483.48 1521.15 1378.03 1283.03 134239 1271.79 1400.15
Milk and mik products 304256 4151.94 512221 428881 4503.67 4094.07 4304.62
Sugarcane products 2351.87 233339 2486.05 228619 2127.62 2184.69 2284 85
Condiments and spices 067.09 1017.87 111049 104731 952.16 84031 983.75
Vegetables 236831 233438 275697 2317.24 2068.58 1991.79 2280.9
Fruits 88837 82528 112148 867.44 79456 76031 85727
Tea keaves 1198.94 119424 135892 125932 1222.11 1186.77 1225.04
Meat, fish and eggs 110047 108507 128549 1177.86 1099.91 10358 1115.74
Pickles 1670.48 1563.1 190526 1647.12 1605.05 1424.85 1615.48
Edible oils 90971 817.86 1058.61 93441 83853 84091 879.7
Biscuits & sweets 43045 39595 409.34 35831 36651 38222 390.87
Intoxicants 1255.13 1302.55 142525 157332 141403 1253.22 1353.26
Sub-total 2483315 2480032 28258.02 25424.67 24545.76 2243435 24857.75
Non-food items
Chthing and bedding 318200 325631 3859.52 374097 332539 2231.64 3225.99
Footwear 1124 109317 1423.71 1253.48 1161.56 1356.27 1205.58
Fuel and kgt 66019 3932 10559 49831 43056 538 551.82
Washing and toiet articles 00574 98143 1100.82 1061.36 997.83 86649 977.6
Others ) ; ; ) . i e
Sub-total 588102 572411 7439.95 6554.12 5915.34 4992.5 ;g::;g
Total non-durables 30714.17 30524.43 35697.97 31978.79 30461.11 _27426.85 ;

(Contd.)
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Table 1 (Contd.) . ‘
Items of consumption AL NAL SERVICES ART OTHR 4 Samied
GT  PVT iy
Durable items

House construction and major repars  3469.42 527823

Radio, T.V,V.C.R and C.D. 24942 71735
Watches and clocks 14443 13327
Electric fans/ coolers 38472 22701
Sewing machine 1652 65.31
Press 68.02 60.24
LPG comnection 189.07 15136
Furmiture 63047 77331
Utensiks 196.16  197.62
Carl/jecp - A
Scooter/motorcycle 52326 2101.36
Bicycles 158.14 113.61
Hand pump - 2347
Refrigerator 55465 29932
Washing machine = =
Cots 22047  811.39
Others . =
Sub-total 7003.43 10952.85
Services

Education 513.37 138721
Healthcare 4172.73 4066.63
Conveyance 1274.17 1508.53
Commumnication 293890 26534
Entertanment 84006 977.52
Sub-total 709422 820523

Socio-religious ceremonies
Marriages and other socal ceremonies 4040.81  7825.63

Religious ceremonies 46744 1124.63
Sub-total 450825 895028
Total 49320.07 58632.79

822984 4835.76 333294 2878.52 45268
10559 32983 3983 207.33 499 04

1668 T744 9448 68.99 115.36
g31.57 30441 14615 13309 29807
68836 961 14413 658 170.36
989 70 4982 4462 62.23

20082 15085 15578 110.53 167.74
1009.67 1286.44 1107.57 9 10.51 928.48
4477 177.12 15932 260.25 2249]

4059.02 . = - 45598
5648.36 3249.83 1413.76 948.77 2064.72
1359 15593 10807 10827 125.86
3659 24517 14257 1537 125.65

1132.79 497.12 148.62 42049 44271
93541 743.56 = i 185.87
699.84 19025 28246 14654 432.43
48541 171.19  48.62 = 82.89
26280.18 12581 7732.59 645741 10909.1

604475 252746 58725 619.14 1620.77
51227 4569.83 4229.16 3686.96 4232.74
184525 1627.48 159596 1098.03 1478.48
2818 24671 24661 27253 267
1398.85 1147.51 10356 829.07 1011.07
14693.35 1011899 7694.58 6505.73 8610.06

18454.59 14381.86 6279.63 3798.52 8221.55
1854.75 99492 43651 235.19 817.66
20309.34 15376.78 6716.14 4033.71 903921
96980.84 70055.56 52604.42 44423.7 59377.27

Note- AL: Agricultural labour, NAL: Non-agricultural labour. GT:
OTHR:' Others.

consumption expenditure of the different
categories of the scheduled caste households.
For example, an average scheduled caste
household belonging to the government
employee households spent as much as
296,980.84 annually, whereas, it was
%70,055.56, T58,632.79, 352,604.42,
249,320.07 and 344,423.70 respectively in
case of the private employee, non-a aricultural
labour, artisan, agricultural labour, and other
category households.

Out of the total consumption expenditure,

Government employee. PVT: Private employee. ART - Arusan

30,818.90 were spent on non-durable items.
All the categories of the scheduled caste
households spent maximum amount on non-
durable items whereas, ¥10,909.10,
%9,039.21 and %8,610.06 were spent on
durable items, socio-religious ceremonies,
and services respectively by an average
scheduled caste household.

The table highlighted that the consumption
expenditure on durables, services, and soc10-
religious ceremonies was the highest for the
government employee households followed
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py the private employee, non-agricultural
Jabour, artisan, agricultural labour, and other
category households.

On most of the items, consumption
expenditure was the highest for the
govcrnmcnt employee households and the
jowest for the other category households.
However, there were a few exceptions, for
example, in case of bicycles, average
expenditure incurred by the agricultural
labour households was more than that of all
the other categories. The study revealed that
the government employee households
incurred the maximum amount of expenditure
on all the items which revealed that income
level had its important role in determining the
levels of living of scheduled caste households.

The analysis carried out in terms of
absolute values did not give a correct picture
of the pattern of consumption expenditure,
since the average consumption levels among
the different categories of the scheduled
caste households were different. In such a
situation, the consumption pattern may better
be studied by comparing the relative shares
of individual items of consumption in the total
consumption expenditure of the scheduled
caste households across the sampled districts.
Pattern of Consumption Expenditure

The relative shares of different
components of consumption expenditure in
ﬂfc total consumption expenditure of the
different categories of the sampled scheduled
caste households had been given in Table 2.
The table showed that for an average sampled
scheduled caste household’s non-durable
(food and non-food items) consumption
:’;Pu:’e‘?imre accounts for the major proportion

otal consumption expenditure followed

by durable commodities, socio-religious
ceremonies and services,

An average a scheduled caste houschold
spent 51.90 per cent on non-durable items.
The agricultural labour households spent
62.28 per cent of the total consumption
expenditure on non-durables items followed
by the other category (61.74 per cent),
artisan (57.90 per cent) and non-agricultural
labour (52.06 per cent) households. This
proportion decreased in case of the
government and private employee
households. As the income of the government
and private employee households increased,
they spent only 36.81 per cent and 45.65 per
cent respectively on these items.

Among non-durables, foodgrains (cereals
and pulses) were the important item of
consumption and an average scheduled caste
household spent nearly 12.74 per cent of total
consumption expenditure on this item. The
agricultural labour households spent about 16
per cent of total consumption expenditure on
foodgrains. This proportion was about 15 per
cent for the artisan and other category
households while it was 10.94 and 8.47 per
cent for the private and government
employee households respectively.

An average scheduled caste household
spent 7.25 per cent on milk and milk products
This proportion was the highest for the other
category houscholds closely followed by the
artisan, agriculturnl labour, uun-agricultural
labour, private employee and government
The Engel’s law of

employee households. .
ed as the portion

consumption stands approv .
of income spent on food items decreased with
an increase in income. Slightly less than 5.5

per cent of total consumption expenditure was
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incurred on clothing and beddings by an
average scheduled caste household. This
proportion was as high as 6.45 per cent for
the agricultural labour households and 3.98
per cent for the government employee
households.

Next comes sugarcane products and
vegetables contributing 3.85 and 3.84 per
cent respectively to total consumption
expenditure for an average scheduled caste
household. The proportion of sugarcane
products was the highest (about 5.00 per
cent) for the other category households
closely followed by the agricultural labour and
artisan households. Pickles, intoxicants, tea
leaves and footwear came next contributing
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2.72,2.28,2.06 and 2.03 per cent respectively
to total consumption expenditure for an
average scheduled caste household. Qther
items such as, fruits, refreshment, condiments
and spices, meat, fish and eggs had meager
share in the total consumption expenditure
for an average scheduled caste household.
The table further revealed that an average
scheduled caste household spent 18.37 per
cent of the total consumption expenditure on
durable items. This proportion was as high
as 27.10 per cent for the government
employee households followed by the non-
agricultural labour (18.68 per cent) and
private employee (17.96 per cent)
households. On the contrary, the agricultural

TABLE 2: CONSUMPTION PATTERN OF SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS

(Percentage of Total Consumption Expenditure)

Items of consumption AL NAL SERVICES ART OTHR All Sampled
GT PVT Households
Food items Non- durable items
Foodgrains 15.71 1327 8.47 1094 1436 14.50 12.74
(a) Cereals 1270 1067 7.05 9.11 11.81 11.63 10.38
(b) Pulses 3.01 2.60 1.42 1.83 2.55 2.86 2.36
Milk and mik products 7.99 7.08 5.28 6.12 8.56 9.22 7.25
Sugarcane products 4.77 3.98 2.56 3.26 4.04 4.92 3.85
Condiments and spices 1.96 1.74 1.15 1.50 1.81 1.89 1.66
Vegetables 4.83 3.98 2.84 3.31 3.93 4.48 3.84
Fruits 1.80 1.41 1.16 1.24 1.51 1.71 1.4
Tea leaves 2.43 2.04 1.40 1.80 2.32 2.67 2.06
Meat, fish and eggs 2.23 1.85 1.33 1.68 2.09 233 1.88
Pickles 3.39 2.66 1.96 2.35 3.05 321 2.72
Edible oils 1.84 1.38 1.09 1.33 1.59 1.89 1.48
Biscuits & sweets 0.87 0.68 0.42 0.51 0.70 0.86 0.66
Intoxicants 2.53 2.23 1.47 225 2.69 2.82 2.28
Sub-total 50.35 4230 29.14 3629  46.65 50.50 41.86
Non-food itens
Cbthing and bedding 6.45 5.55 3.98 534 6.32 503 5.43
Footwear 2.28 1.86 1.47 1.79 251 3.05 2.03
Fuel and light 1.36 0.67 1.09 0.71 0.82 1.21 0.93
Washing and toilet articles 1.84 1.68 1.14 152 1.89 1.95 1.65
Others . - - - - - i
Sub-tota! 11.93 9.76 7.67 9.36 11.24 11.24 10.04
Total non-durables 62.28 52.06 36.81 45.65 57.90 61.74 51.90

(Contd-)
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rems of consumption AL NAL SERVICES  ART  OTHR  All Sampled
[ GT -
grome Durable items ' At i
el on and major repairs  7.03 9.00 849 690 6
:adb, TV, V.C.R and C.D. 0.51 122 109 047 o.?/z 3:’7‘ (7,23
Waiches and clocks 029 023 017 011 018 016 0.19
ctrc fns/ c00lers 078 039 086 044 028 030 0.50
Sewing machine 034 011 071 014 027 0I5 0.29
e 014 010 010 010 009 010 0.10
L PG comection 0.38 0.26 030 022 030 025 0.28
Fumiture 1.38 1.32 1.04 184 211 205 1.56
icnslt 0.40 0.34 046 025 030 059 0.38
Carljecp “ - 4.19 . . ] 0.77
Scooter/motorcycke 1.06 3.58 582 464 269 214 3.48
Bicycles 0.32 0.19 014 022 021 024 0.21
Hand puTp - 0.04 038 035 027 035 0.21
Refiigerator .12 0.51 (17 071 028 095 0.75
Washing machine - - 0.96 1.06 - - 0.31
Cots 0.45 1.38 072 027 054 033 0.73
Others - - 050 024 008 - 0.14
Sub-total 1420 1868 2710 1796 1470 14.54 18.37
Services
Education 1.04 237 623 361 112 139 2.73
Healthcare 8.46 6.94 s28 652 804 830 7.13
Conveyance 2.58 2.57 190 232~ 303 24T 249
Communication 0.60 0.45 029 035 047  06] 0.45
Entertainment 1.70 1.67 145 164 197 187 1.70
Sub-total 1438 1400 1515 1444 1463 1464 14.50
Socio-religious ceremonies
Marriages and other social ceremonics 8.19 1335 1903 2053 1194 8.55 13.85
Refigious ceremonics 0.95 1.92 1.91 142 083 053 1.38
Sub-total 9.14 1527 2094 2195 1277 9.08 15.23
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Non-agricultural labour, GT: Government employee, PVT: Private employee. ART:

Note: AL: Agricultural labour. NAL:
Artisan, OTHR: Others.

labour, artisan, and other category households
spent almost equal about 15 per cent on
durable items.

Among durable items, major share went
to house construction, addition of rooms and
major repairs accounting 7.62 per cent for
an average scheduled caste household. This
proportion was the highest (9.00 per cent)
for the non-agricultural labour households
closely followed by the government employee
flouseholds (8.49 per cent). The second
important constituent of durable items was

(scooter and motorcycle)
t of the total

average

two wheelers
which contributed 3.48 per cen

consumption expenditure for an

scheduled caste household.
This proportion was the highest (5.82 per
) for the government employee

eholds followed by the private employee
cent). An average

cent

hous
households (4.64 per
scheduled caste household spent 0.77 per

cent on four wheelers (car and jeep)- The
¢ households spent 4.1 9

govemmant employe
nditure

per cent of the total consumption €xpe
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on four wheelers, whereas the agricultural
labour, non-agriculturzl labour, private
employee, artisan and other category
households had reported no expenditure on
this item. Other durable items had meager
share in the total consumption expenditure
of the scheduled caste households.

The expenditure on socio-religious
ceremonies accounted for 15.23 per cent for
an average scheduled caste household in
rural Punjab. This proportion was the highest
(21.95 per cent) for the private empioyee
households followed by the government
employee (20.94 per cent), non-agricultural
labour (15.27 per cent), artisan (12.77 per
cent), agricultural labour (9.14 per cent) and
other category (.9.08 per cent) households.
Among the socio-religious ceremonies, the
expenditure on marriages and other social
ceremonies contributed 13.85 per cent to
total consumption expenditure for an average
schedule caste household.

The expenditure on services accounted
for about 15 per cent of total consump:ion
expenditure for an average scheduled caste
household. This proportion was the highest
(15.15 per cent) for the government
employee households and the lowest (14.00
per cent) for the non-agricultural labour
households. Among the different services, the
percentage share of healthcare was the
highest, i.e., 7.13 per cent followed by
education (2.73 per cent), conveyance (2.49
per cent), entertainment (1.70 per cent) and
communication (0.45 per cent) for an average
scheduled caste household.

The percentage share of healthcare was
relatively more in case of agricultural labour
households i.e. 8.46 per cent as compared to

the non-agricultural labour, governmen,
employee, private employee, artisan and
other category households.

The percentage share of education wxg
the highest (6.23 per cent) for the
government employee households and the
lowest (1.04 per cent) for the agricultura]
labour households. The expenditure on
conveyance and entertainment was the
highest for the artisan households whereas
the expenditure on communication had
meager share in the total consumption
expenditure of the scheduled caste
households.

The foregoing analysis provided that in
general, there was much similarity in the
consumption pattern of the agricultural labour,
non-agricultural labour, artisan, and other
category households, whereas, the
government and private employee
households had a different pattern. The
consumption expenditure pattern of the
agricultural labour, non- agricultural labour,
artisan and other category households was
of subsistence nature.

A large share of total consumption
expenditure by these categories was
allocated to non-durables, distinctly followed
by durables, socio-religious ceremonies, and
services. The proportionate expenditure on
non-durable items had a negative relationship
and the proportionate expenditure on
durables, services, and socio-religious
ceremonies had a positive relationship With
the increase in income of the gover nment
employee households in all the sampled
districts.

Per Capita Consumption Expenditul"?

Table 3 manifested that per capit?
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consumption expenditure of an average
scheduled caste household was 212,236 The
per capita consumption expenditure was the
highest for the government employee
households which spent 219,207.27 followed
by the private employee (15,597.26), non-
agricultural labour (%11,904.72), artisan
(%10,839.06), agricultural labour (210,051)
and other category (39,297.98) households.

The table further revealed that the
consumption expenditure pattern in per capita
terms was somewhat similar across the
different categories of sampled scheduled
caste households. The per capita
consumption expenditure on most of the items
was the highest for the government employee

19
households and the lowest for the other
category households. However, a different
pattern had been observed in case of per
capita consumption expenditure on some
durable items. The per capita consumption
expenditure of the scheduled caste
households on electric fans and coolers was
¥61.42. It was the highest for the government
employee households followed by the
agricultural labour, private employee, non-
agricultural labour, artisan and other category
households.

Since, the average family size varied
from one category to other, there were
difference in the range of per capita and per
household consumption expenditure. The

TABLE 3: PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE OF SCHEDULED

CASTE HOUSEHOLDS

(In ¥ per annum)

Items of consumption AL NAL SERVICES ART OTHR  All Sampled
GT PVT Households

Food items Non- durable items
Foodgrains 157934 157937 162758 170707 155629 1347.78 1559.20
(a) Cereals 1277.02 127052 135466 142141 1279.69 1081.59 1270.67
(b) Pulses 30232 30885 27292 28566 27660  266.19 288 53
Mikk and milk products 80346 84300 101446 95487 92798 85690 88706
Sugarcane products 47929 47377 49237 09 43839 45726 47084
Condiments and spices 19700 20667 21993 23317 19619 17588 :213;
Vegetables 48264 47397 54602 51591 42623  416.89 470
Fruits 18104 16756 22211 19313 16372 15913 17666
Tea leaves 24433 24248 269.14 28038 25181 24839 ;5,533
Meat, fish and eggs 2427 22031 25459 26224 22664 21630 i
Pickles 14043 31737 37734 36672 33072 29822 s
Edible ois 18539 16606 20966 20804 17278 17601 812
Biscuts & sweets §7.72 8039 8107 7977 7552 ’8(100 e
Intoxicants 25578 26447 28227 35029 291.36 -6..11 ool
Sub-total 506078 503542 5596.55 566059 5057.63 46955 S122
Clothing and bedding o848 Goll6 Te439 B89 68519 4T DO
Footwear 22906 22196 28197 27908 23934 ol i
Fuel and kght 13637 7983  209.12 11094 8871 Hgt oy
Washing and toiket articles 18458 19927 21802 23631 2056 - .
i . . " " » 1228 43
Sub-tota) 119849 116222 147350 145922 g;ﬁzz M
Total no-durables 625927 6197.64 707005 711981 6276. Ty
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Table 3 (Contd.)

Durable items

ltenn of consumption AL NAL
Howse constiaction and nwjor repas 70704 107169
Radwo, TV VCR and C D, 50.83 145.65
Watches and clcks 2043 27.06
Electric fuw’ coolers 78 40 46.09
Sewng nachine 33.67 13.26
Press 13,86 12.23
LPG commction 38.53 310.73
Fumiture 138.67 157.01
Utensik 39.98 40.12
Car'jeep - .
Scootermotorcyck 106.64  426.66
Bryckes 32.23 23.07
Hand pump - 41
Refigerator 11303  60.77
Washing nuchne - -
Cots 4493 164.74
Others . a
Sub-total 142724 222385
Services

Educaton 104.62  281.66
Healthcare 85037  825.68
Conveyance 259.67  306.29
Commumation 59.89 53.87
Entertanment 171.20 198.48
Sub-total 1445.75 1665.98
Socio-religious ceremonies

Marmages and other social ceremonies 82348  1588.91
Religous ceremonies 95.26 228.34
Sub-total 918.74 1817.25
Total

10051

11904.72

) \
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SERVICES ART  OTHR Al Sampleg
GT VT Householgy
162994 1076.64 686.75 602.4% 932 85
200,12 713.43 82.07 43 40 102 84
33.04 17.24 1947 1444 23.77
16470 6177 3001 2786 614
13633 2140 2970 1377 35,
19.18 15.58 10.26 9.34 12.82
§7.60 3358 3200 2313 14 57
199.97 28642 22821 19057 19 33
88.67 3943 3283 5447 4635
803.90 ; . - 93.97
1118.67 72355 29130 198.58 42548
26.92 3472 22.27 22.66 25.94
72.47 54.58 29.38 32.17 25.89
224 .35 110.68  30.62 88.01 91.23
185.26 165.55 - - 38.30
138.60 42.36 58.20 30.67 89.11
96.14 38.11 10.02 - 17.08
5204.86 2801.04 159328 135155 224806
1197.18 562.72 121.00 12959 334
101456 1017.43 87141 771.69 87225
36546 36234 32885 22982 304.67
55.81 54.93 50.81 57.04 55.02
27704 25548 21338 17353 20835
2910.05 225290 158545 1361.67 177429
3654.97 3202 129391 795.04 1694.23
367.34  221.51 89.94 4922 168.50
4022.31 342351 138385 84426 1862.73

19207.27 15597.26 10839.06 9297.98 12236

Note: AL: Agricultural labour. NAL: Non-agricultural labour. GT: Government employee. PVT: Private employvee. ART:

Artisan. OTHR: Others.

annual per capita consumption expenditure
of the government employee households was
found to be 1.91, 1.61, 1.23, 1.77 and 2.07
times more of that of the agricultural labour,
non-agricultural labour, private employee,
artisan and other category housecholds
respectively, whereas, per household
consumption expenditure of the government
employee households was 1.96, 1.65, 1.38,
1.84 and 2.18 times of the per household
consumption expenditure of the agricultural
labour, non-agricultural labour, private

employee, artisan and other category
households respectively.
Average Propensity to Consume
The average propensity to consume
(APC) defined as the proportion of income
spent on consumption was worked out for
the scheduled caste households in rural
Punjab. ‘
The data regarding the average propensity
to consume of the sampled scheduled caste
households had been given in Table 4. The

; 1.17
average propensity to consume comes to
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TABLE 4: AVERAGE PROPENSITY TO CONSUM “
SAMPLED SCHEDULED CASTE HOUES:]?}[I%ED];ESPECT e
Categories Average Consumption Average Income Average Propensity ¢
0
(:) (:) Consugl’; (APC)
= 49320.07 41405.78 ET)
NAL 58632.79 47294.07 1.24
GT 96980.84 92768.55 1.04
PVT 70055.56 60910.55 1'15
ART 52604.42 44442 86 1 | 18
OTHR 444237 36038.12 1.23
All Sampled Households 39377.27 50698.16 1‘17
Note: AL: Agricultural labour, NAL: Non -

-agricultural labour, GT: Government - Pri
employee, ART: Artisan, OTHR: Others. i e PN g

for an average scheduled caste household.
It was the highest (1.24) for the non-
agricultural labour households followed by
the other category households (1.23) and the
lowest (1.04) for the government employee
households.

An average scheduled caste household
incurred an annual deficit of ¥8,679.11. The
highest deficit was incurred by the non-
agricultural labour households, i.e.,
¥11,338.72 followed by the private employee
households (%9,145.01), other category
(X8,385.58), artisan (8,161.56), agricultural
labour (X7,914.29) and government employee
(34,212.29) households. The average
Propensity to consume was greater than unity
for all the categories of scheduled caste
households. It had an important implication
that all the categories of scheduled caste
households were trying to keep minimum
level of consumption whether they could
afford it or not. They had to take loans from
‘f’arious institutional as well as non-
Institutional sources to maintain a minimum

level of consumption in the rural areas of
Punjap.

Distribution of Per
Consumption Expenditure

The extent of inequality in the distribution
of consumption expenditure among the
sampled scheduled caste households had
been examined on the basis of two types of
consumption expenditure distribution. The
first related to per household consumption
expenditure, whereas, the second to the per
capita consumption expenditure among the
sampled scheduled caste households across
the sampled districts. Gini coefficients had
also been calculated to justify the pattern of
distribution. The value of Gini coefficient
could range from 0 to 1. Gini coefficient
conveyed better distribution if it was nearer
to zero and if the same was nearer to unity, it
indicated worse distribution.

The distribution of per household
consumption expenditure of the sampled
scheduled caste households in all the sampled
districts had been presented in Table 5. On
an average, the bottom 10 per C-em
households claimed only 1.92 per cent of the
total consumption expenditure of all the
sampled scheduled caste households. On the

Household
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TABLE 5: DISTRIBUTION OF PER HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION
EXPENDITURE OF SCHED ULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS

Cumulative Percentage of Per Household Consu

Description

mption Expe nditure

of Scheduled Caste Households
Cumulative Percentage AL  NAL  SERVICES ART OTHR Al Sampled
of Households GT PVT Households
10 254 224 1.54 1.63 23] 2.05 1.92
20 6.67 547 531 552 533 546 317
30 13.16 10.64 1136 1285 1029 1144 10.49
40 20.17  18.02 18.00 20.52 18.85 19.25 17.62
50 2926 26.71 27.10 29.01 28.19 2888 25.97
60 39.14 3584 3643 36.52 3735 3832 36.99
70 43.72 4423 4819 46.94 4847 4919 45.70
80 60.83 62.41 62.67 60.5] 60.93 62.13 58.66
90 75776 7828 17954 78.85 76.29 78.30 75.42
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Gini coefficient 0.3075 0.3323 03197 0.3153 0.324 03] 0.344]
Note: AL: Agricultural labour, NAL: Non

-agricultural labour, GT: Government employee, PVT: Private
employee, ART: Artisan, OTHR: Others.

other hand, the top 10 per cent households
shared 24.58 per cent of the total
consumption expenditure of all the sampled
scheduled caste households. The bottom 50
per cent households shared nearly 26 per cent
of the total consumption expenditure of all
the scheduled caste households. Whereas,
the top 20 per cent households shared 41.34
per cent of the total consumption expenditure
which was about 1.59 times higher than that
of the bottom 50 per cent of scheduled caste

The share of top 10 per cent of the
agricultural labour households was 2424 per
cent in the total consumption expenditure of
all the agricultural labour households, the
corresponding share was 21.72, 20.46, 21.15,
23.71 and 21.70 per cent for the non-
agricultural labour, government employee,
private employee, artisan, and other category
households respectively. The value of Gini
coefficient was 0.3323 for the non-
agricultural labour households followed by

households. However, the position was
slightly different for the various categories
of scheduled caste households. The bottom
10 per cent of the agricultural labour
households claimed 2.54 per cent of the total
consumption expenditure, whereas, the
corresponding share for the non-agricultural
labour, government employee, private
employee, artisan, and other category
households was 2.24, 1.54, 1.63, 2.31 and
2.05 per cent respectively.

the artisan (0.3240), government employee
(0.3197), private employee (0.3153), other
category (0.3100), and agricultural labour
(0.3075) households. This showed that _lhf-‘
concentration of household consum‘P“"'n
expenditure was more in the case of “0[:;‘
agricultural labour households. The "3!“6 ("
Gini coefficient (0.3441) was too high “’rl‘:'i :
the sampled scheduled caste h(ms-c'l“’m'i
taken together indicating a highl)f sl.\:?‘

distribution of consumption expenditure
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pistribution of Per Capita Consumption
Expenditure

The distribution of per capita consumption
expenditure among the different categories
of the sampled scheduled caste households
was given in Table 6. The table showed that
the bottom 10 per cent of scheduled caste
households shared only 1.98 per cent of the
total per capita consumption expenditure, On
the other hand, the top 10 per cent of the
scheduled caste households claimed nearly
24.84 per cent of the per capita consumption
expenditure which was about 12.60 times
higher than the per capita consumption
expenditure showed by the bottom 10 per
cent of scheduled caste households. A clear
contrast was obvious from the fact that the
bottom 50 per cent households share only
25.45 per cent of the total per capita
consumption expenditure of all the households
taken together. Whereas, the top 20 per cent
households accounted for 41.25 per cent of
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the.total per capita consumption expenditure
which is about 1.63 times higher than that of
the bottom 50 per cent of scheduled caste
households of all the sampled districts.
However, the position was somewhat
different for the different categories of
scheduled caste households. The bottom 10
per cent of the agricultural labour households
claimed 2.66 per cent of total per capita
consumption expenditure, whereas, the
corresponding figures for the non-agricultural
labour, government employee, private
employee, artisan and other category
households were 2.23 per cent, 1.83 per cent,
1.45 per cent, 2.09 per cent and 2.19 per cent
respectively. The top 10 per cent of the
agricultural and non-agricultural labour
households account about 25 per cent of the
total consumption expenditure. The
corresponding figures for the government
employee, private employee, artisan and
other category households were 24.03 per

TABLE 6: DISTRIBUTION OF PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE

OF SCHEDULED CASTE HOUSEHOLDS

Cumulative Percentage of Per Household Consumption Expenditure
' of Scheduled Caste Households
:a“""iﬁ‘fﬁ:l’emntage AL NAL SERVICES ART OTHR ;ns.m
Households _ GT PVT ouseho
ST 266 223 183 145 209 219 1.93
762 565 620 612 512 650 56533
. 1364 1068 11.83 12.87 1027 1220 :7.52
5051 1722 1899 2053 17.50 19.16 1752
45 2504 2759 29.04 2587 2750 o
29 3401 3755 38.17 3515 3684 2
D8 4520 4801 4872 4639 47.70 o
) 5805 6022 6025 $9.89 60.61 2
502 7597 7125 7591 766:)3 -
o . ;?sgo 0.13223 . C—

3538 0.3236 03112 0
ricultural labour, GT:

- Private
Government employee, PVT: Priva
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t, 24.09 per cent and 23.87
clear contrast is

he bottom 50 per
non-

cent, 22.75 per cen
per cent respectively. A
obvious from the fact that t
cent of the agricultural labour,
agricultural labour, government employee,
private employee, artisan and other category
households claim 28.45 per cent, 25.04 per
cent, 27.59 per cent, 29.04 per cent, 25.87
per cent and 27.50 per cent respectively. The
value of Gini coefficient was the highest i.e.,
0.3538 for the non-agricultural labour
households followed by the artisan (0.3436),
government employee (0.3236), other
category (0.3223), agricultural labour (0.3137)
and the private employee (0.3112)
households.

The above analysis clearly shows that the
concentration of consumption expenditure
among the non-agricultural labour and artisan
households was slightly greater than that of
other categories of the sampled scheduled
caste households. The value of Gini
coefficient also supports this fact. The value
of Gini coefficient was 0.3488 for ali the
categories taken together indicating a highly
skewed distribution of per capita consumption
expenditure. On an over all basis, the Gini
coefficient was greater for per capita
consumption expenditure vis-a-vis of per
household consumption expenditure. When
compared the per household with per capita
consumption expenditure distribution, it was
found that the distribution was relatively
slightly fair in per heusehold consumption
expenditure in all the sampled districts under
study.

CONCLUSION AND PCLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS
The foregoing analysis concluded that the

Development and Policy

annual consumption expenditure of an
average sampled scheduled caste househgjq
was 359,377.27 in rural Punjab. It was the
highest (396,980.84) for the governmep
employee households and the lowegt
(¥44,423.70) for the other category
households. The analysis further revealed
that an average scheduled caste householq
spent 51.90 per cent on non-durable items,
Among non-durables, foodgrains were the
important item of consumption and an
average scheduled caste household spent
nearly 12.74 per cent of the total consumption
expenditure on this item. The expenditure on
durables, socio-religious ceremonies and
services accounted for 18.37, 15.23 and 14.50
per cent of the total consumption expenditure
for an average scheduled caste household.
The per capita consumption expenditure was
12,236 for an average scheduled caste
household. The annual per capita
consumption expenditure of the government
employee households was found to be 1.91,

1.61, 1.23, 1.77 and 2.07 times of the
agricultural labour, non-agricultural labour,

private employee, artisan and other category

households respectively, whereas per

household consumption expenditure of the

government employee households was 1.96,

1.65, 1.38, 1.84 and 2.18 times of the per

household consumption expenditure of the

agricultural labour, non-agricultural labour,

private employee, artisan, and other category

households respectively.

The average propensity to consume carne
to 1.17 for an average scheduled caste
household. It was the highest (1.24) for the
non-agricultural labour households folloW
by the other category households (1.23) and
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the lowest (1.04) for the government
employee households. An average scheduled
caste household incurred an annual deficit
of T8,679.11. On an overall basis, the Ginj
coefficient was greater for per capita
consumption expenditure vis-a-vis of per
household consumption expenditure, This
revealed that the concentration of per capita
consumption expenditure was higher than the
per household consumption expenditure.

The study had brought out important
implications for policy-makers that will help
to raise the levels and pattern of the
consumption expenditure of the scheduled
caste households in rural areas of Punjab.
Although, Punjab has emerged as a primary
state in the country by launching Antodaya
Anna Yojana and Atta-Dal scheme, yet most
of the poor scheduled caste households fail
to derive satisfactory benefits from these
schemes. Effective implementation of Public
Distribution System is obligatory to protect
the poor scheduled caste households from
rising prices in view of the restricted
purchasing power of most of the essential
commodities.

In order to provide the beneficiaries good
quality of food grains at the fixed rate, there
must be proper monthly checking norms for
all the field staff. There is a need to educate
the scheduled caste households against
uniproductive consumption expenditure.
Moreover, a mass campaign should also be
launcheq against the use of intoxicants and
Some of the social evils like dowry so that
EXpenditure op socio-religious ceremonies
Could be reduced.

As the expenditure of the scheduled caste
Population o healthcare has been a matter
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of concern, the state Government must
provide preventive and curative health
centres in the rural areas of Punjab. There is
a need to upgrade and expand the rural
dispensaries by providing well-structured
building, infrastructure, medicines, machinery
and basic minimum services.

Another important implication of the
present study is based on one conclusion that
the per household and per capita consumption
expenditure of the scheduled caste
government employee households is on the
higher side as compared to all the other
categories. The scheduled caste government
employee households are in formal
employment and as a result their per
household and per capita income levels are
on the higher side as compared to all the other
categories. This fact makes a strong case
for providing formal employment opportunities
to the scheduled caste households in the rural
areas of Punjab.
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